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E V E N T  A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
Adrian Jones, JD 

Associate Dean, Student Affairs

P R O C E S S I O NA L

W E L C O M E 
Adrian Jones, JD 
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NAT I O NA L  A N T H E M

I N T R O D U C T I O N S 
Karin Esposito, MD, PhD 

Senior Executive Dean, Office of Academic Affairs 
Chief Academic Officer

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  F O U N D I N G  D E A N 
Pedro “Joe” Greer, Jr., MD 

Founding Dean

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T 
Renee Coffman, PhD 

President and Co-founder 
Roseman University of Health Sciences

I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R 
Pedro “Joe” Greer, Jr., MD 

Founding Dean

K E Y N O T E  A D D R E S S 
Jonathan Sherin, MD, PhD 

Professor and Vice Chair of Psychiatry and 
Biobehavioral Sciences at UCLA

W H I T E  C OAT  P R E S E N TAT I O N 
Karin Esposito, MD, PhD 

Senior Executive Dean, Office of Academic Affairs 
Chief Academic Officer

Cheryl Brewster, EdD 
Senior Executive Dean, 

Office of Access, Opportunity, and Collaboration

Thomas Swoboda, MD 
Associate Dean, Clinical Education 

Chair, Clinical Sciences

Helen Tempest, PhD 
Associate Dean, Foundational Education
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Pedro “Joe” Greer, Jr., MD 

Founding Dean

C L O S I N G  R E M A R K S 
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G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  –  D r.  R e n e e  C o f f m an

D E A N ’ S  W E L C O M E  –  D r.  Pe d ro  “ Jo e”  G re e r,  Jr.

Dear Guests,
As President and Co-founder, I am filled with immense pride as we gather to celebrate not only the personal achievements 
of our second College of Medicine class, but also their unique place in our University’s legacy.
Just over twenty-five years ago, when my co-founders, Dr. Harry Rosenberg, Dr. Chuck Lacy, and I began what is today 
Roseman University of Health Sciences, our mission was to transform healthcare education in Nevada and beyond.
We envisioned a new kind of health professional—clinically exceptional, ethically grounded, and deeply compassionate.
As you receive your white coats today, you step into the noble calling of medicine and into the legacy of the Roseman health 

professions students who preceded you. Your journey as medical students begins now—with purpose, passion, and a profound responsibility 
to serve.
To the families and loved ones, thank you for supporting the dreams that brought us to this moment. To our faculty and staff, your dedication 
is shaping the future of medicine. To our supporters and partners, your belief in our mission has made this day possible. Together, we celebrate 
not only a beginning, but a legacy in the making.

Sincerely,

Renee Coffman, PhD, President and Co-founder, Roseman University of Health Sciences

Dear Class of 2030,
Welcome to this defining moment in your journey. The White Coat Ceremony is more than a tradition. It is a reflection of 
the commitment you are making to step into a life of purpose, responsibility, and service.
Each of you arrives here with a unique story, shaped by your experiences, challenges, and aspirations. Those stories matter. 
They will influence how you connect with patients, how you navigate uncertainty, and how you grow into the physician 
you are meant to become. Medicine is not only about what you know, but about how you show up for your patients, your 
colleagues, and your communities.

At Roseman University College of Medicine, we challenge you to think beyond the expected: to question, to listen deeply, and to approach care 
with both intellect and humanity. The path ahead will demand discipline and perseverance, but it will also offer moments of profound meaning, 
moments that remind you why you chose this profession.
As you begin, remember this:

•	 Your presence has power. How you listen, respond, and care will leave lasting impressions.
•	 Your growth will come not only from success, but from reflection, humility, and resilience.
•	 Your responsibility extends beyond the clinic. You are part of a larger effort to improve the health and dignity of the communities 

you serve.
Today, as you put on your white coat, you are stepping into a role that carries both privilege and accountability. Let it serve as a reminder to lead 
with intention, to act with integrity, and to remain grounded in compassion.
We are proud to welcome you and stand alongside you as you begin this journey. The future of healthcare is shaped by individuals like you–
thoughtful, driven, and committed to making a difference.

Warm regards,

Pedro “Joe” Greer, Jr., MD, Founding Dean, Roseman University College of Medicine
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K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R  –  Jo n at h an  S h e r i n ,  M D,  P h D
Dr. Jonathan Sherin is a psychiatrist and neurobiologist with decades of leadership in public service and mental health 
systems. He most recently served as Director of the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health, the largest public 
mental health system in the United States, and has also held roles as Chief of Mental Health in the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and as a nonprofit executive at both local and national levels.
A champion of community-driven transformation, Dr. Sherin is known for his “heart-forward” leadership and 
commitment to elevating the voices of individuals, families, and communities. His work focuses on advancing equitable, 
effective systems of care through initiatives that humanize services, align resources with community needs, and address 
complex mental health challenges. He is also a dedicated advocate for Veterans, particularly in addressing moral injury 
and its impact on well-being.

In addition to his leadership, Dr. Sherin is an accomplished scientist recognized for identifying the brain’s “sleep switch,” with research featured 
in Science. He serves as Professor and Vice Chair of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences at UCLA and holds faculty appointments at USC 
and Roseman University College of Medicine. We are honored to welcome Dr. Sherin as the keynote speaker for our White Coat Ceremony, 
where his commitment to compassionate care and system transformation reflects the values we strive to instill in our future physicians.

On behalf of the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, it is my great honor to welcome you on your journey at an institution so deeply committed to the 
principles of humanism in healthcare. At Roseman, you are joining a community where care is not only clinically excellent but also kind, safe, 
and trustworthy. The school’s dedication to fostering a culture of compassion, respect, and collaboration is evident in its innovative curriculum, 
commitment to patient-centered care, and focus on creating inclusive, supportive environments for both learners and the communities you will 
serve. These are the very qualities that define humanistic medicine and are essential for the future of healthcare.
I have the utmost faith in your Dean, Dr. Joe Greer, whose visionary leadership and unwavering commitment to humanism set the 
tone for your education and professional growth. As you begin your journey, I offer you two pieces of advice: First, always assume 
the best intentions in others—believe that your patients genuinely want to be healthy and are trying their best, and that your colleagues 
are striving to do the very best job they can. This mindset fosters trust and empathy, the cornerstones of humanistic care. Second, 
remember that you cannot truly connect with or care for others if you neglect your own well-being. Your patients and your community 
deserve the very best you have to offer, so prioritize caring for yourself as an essential part of your professional life. I am confident that 
under Dr. Greer’s guidance, you will not only acquire the skills and knowledge to become outstanding physicians but will also help 
shape a healthcare system where human connection is at the heart of every interaction. Congratulations on this important beginning— 
I look forward to witnessing the impact you will make as champions of humanism in medicine.
With great respect,
Kathleen A. Reeves, MD, FAAP, President and CEO, Arnold P. Gold Foundation

A R N O L D  P.  G O L D  F O U N DAT I O N

The Roseman University College of Medicine is deeply grateful to all who made this year’s White Coat Ceremony possible. This meaningful 
occasion marks the beginning of our students’ journey into the noble profession of medicine, and we are honored to celebrate this important 
milestone with our entire community.
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the senior leadership, dedicated faculty, and staff of both the College of Medicine and Roseman 
University of Health Sciences. Your mentorship, guidance, and unwavering commitment to excellence in medical education continue to provide 
the foundation for our students’ success.
We also thank The Arnold P. Gold Foundation for providing the Gold Humanism Pins proudly worn on every student’s white coat, reinforcing 
the core values of compassion, professionalism, and patient-centered care.
We are sincerely thankful to the family members and friends who have supported our students throughout their educational journey. Your love, 
encouragement, and sacrifice have been instrumental in bringing them to this pivotal moment.
We extend our gratitude to the members of the Board of Trustees and the Roseman University of Health Sciences administration in attendance 
today. Your leadership and vision continue to strengthen the College of Medicine and support the education of tomorrow’s physicians.
We are also grateful to our White Coat Ceremony Planning Committee, including Jennifer Haley, Kelly Bounchareune, Sydney Miller, 
Bee Scholz, Andria Williams, Moises Ibarra, and Art Avila, for their dedication and seamless coordination. We also extend our appreciation to 
the staff at Lee’s Family Forum for their partnership in hosting today’s event, and to our livestream technician Jason Gibson and our program 
creators Jason Roth and Amy Glick for helping create a ceremony that is both meaningful and memorable.
Finally, we thank our incredible College of Medicine volunteers for their time, energy, and commitment to making this important milestone 
so special.
Together, we celebrate the beginning of our students’ medical journey and the collaborative spirit that makes their success possible. 
Thank you for being part of this special day.

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S



As a medical student at Roseman University College of Medicine and as a future physician, 
I pledge to practice medicine with humility and with the highest ethical standards.

I will always do what is best for my patients, rejecting greed, ego, and ambition. 
In all interactions, I will strive for fairness, respect, and accountability.

With curiosity and discernment, I will uphold excellence in learning and in clinical care. 
I will honor the diverse experiences of others and reject discrimination in any form. 
I will seek guidance from my mentors, and I will treat every patient with empathy. 

I will always keep learning, knowing that growth defines a true healer.

I will uphold honesty and integrity, and I will encourage my peers to do the same. 
I will remember that my actions shape how the world perceives medicine.

Today marks the first step in a lifetime of learning. 
Let the white coat remind me of my duty to medicine and of the promises I make.

This I pledge in honor and trust. 

M E D I C A L  S T U D E N T  OAT H
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MELIKA CUMMINGS 
Las Vegas, Nevada

SCOTT CUTLER 
Centerville, Utah

NORMA DAVIS 
Detroit, Michigan

MOISES DIAZ 
Las Vegas, Nevada

RAJ AGARWAL 
San Jose, California

ZAIN AKBAR 
Richmond, Virginia

MARK JOHN AYOB 
Paramus, New Jersey

STEPHAN BALENSI 
Chula Vista, California

VANESSA BARRIOS 
Compton, California

ALEXANDRA BEADLE 
San Ramon, California

CHRISTINE BECKETT 
Las Vegas, Nevada

SARAH BLANK 
Las Vegas, Nevada

STEVEN BRUNEUS 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

JACOB CARLSON 
West Valley City, Utah

GAYAN CHEN NG 
Caracas, Venezuela

MARIE ISABELLE 
COUTURIER 

Lady Lake, Florida
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NATHANIEL DOWNEY 
Orinda, California

ERIC FARIAS 
Dallas, Texas

HORACE GAO 
South Jordan, Utah

ROHAN 
GHOSH CHOUDHURI 

Manhattan Beach, California

EMELYN
GONZALEZ-CEJA 

Fowler, California

SARON HAILEMARIAM 
Seattle, Washington

MORGAN HERBST 
Gurnee, Illinois

ADAM HO 
Huntington Beach, California

EMANUEEL 
KHAMIS HESSAR 
San Jose, California

AMBER LA CROSSE 
Peoria, Arizona

CHRISTY LE 
Garden Grove, California

KARAH LEE 
Los Angeles, California 

BILAL IRFAN 
Ann Arbor, Michigan

SARAH JOHN 
Norton, Massachusetts

DIANA KALANTAR 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California

MARYAM KHAJEHZADEH 
Los Angeles, California
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NICHOLAS RALPH 
Henderson, Nevada

ABHIRAM REDDY 
Dublin, California

JACOLBY ROBINSON 
Bryan, Texas

COLE PAUL 
Lehi, Utah

GRECIA PEREA 
El Paso, Texas

AKEN PEREZ 
Miami, Florida

JACOB PRINCE 
Las Vegas, Nevada

HAARIS MOBIN 
Orange County, California

DHYANA PATEL 
Fremont, California

KUSH PATEL 
Las Vegas, Nevada

LUV PATEL 
Las Vegas, Nevada

VINCENT LEE 
Las Vegas, Nevada

JASPAL MAAN 
Modesto, California

CHRISTINA MARCH 
Burlington, Vermont

HALEY MCGEE 
Bentonville, Arkansas
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MEGAN YEE 
Sacramento, California

JULIA YUEN 
Irvine, California

ALYSSA ZHANG 
Sunnyvale, California

SHELBY TRAN 
Rosamond, California

CHRISTIAN 
VALDOVINOS GOMEZ 

Las Vegas, Nevada

KOBIE WEBB 
Lancaster, California

KYLIE YANAGI 
Las Vegas, Nevada

WILLIAM SHORE 
Little Compton, Rhode Island

SARAH SKOTNICKI 
Nevada City, California

BRENNA SLAWSON 
Phoenix, Arizona

YVETTE
SOTO-HERNANDEZ 

Visalia, California
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AMANIE SALEM 
Villa Park, California

NEHA SARANG 
Placentia, California

TYLER SELKIN 
Plano, Texas

DALLIN SHAFFER 
Carson City, Nevada
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Rooman Ahad, MD 
Associate Professor  
Director, Advanced Clinical Practice

Alice Akunyili, MD 
Associate Professor 
Assistant Dean, Foundational Educator 
Development

Orest Boyko, MD, PhD 
Professor

Cheryl Brewster, EdD 
Professor 
Senior Executive Dean, Office of Access, 
Opportunity, and Collaboration

Luther Brewster, PhD 
Professor 
Senior Executive Dean, Office of Community 
Health Innovation

Charles H. Chesnut III, DO 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Surgery, Clerkship Director

Voicu Ciobanu, MD 
Professor

Roger Dilts, PhD 
Professor 
Interim Chair, Basic Sciences

Karin Esposito, MD, PhD 
Professor 
Senior Executive Dean, Office of Academic Affairs 
Chief Academic Officer

Jamie Fairclough, PhD 
Professor 
Director, Student Research

Pedro “Joe” Greer, Jr., MD 
Professor 
Founding Dean

Marin Gillis, PhD, LPh 
Professor 
Senior Executive Dean, Office of Faculty Affairs 
& Learning Innovation

Judy Hanrahan, JD 
Assistant Professor 
Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs 
& Learning Innovation

Shadi Heidarifar, PhD 
Assistant Professor

Evonne Hernandez, MSW 
Program Care Manager

Reese Hoggans, JD 
Assistant Professor

Tanvirul Hye, PhD 
Associate Professor

Dimitrios Ioannou, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Director, Assessment & Evaluation

Rebecca “Becky” Jayakumar, PharmD 
Associate Professor

Adrian Jones, JD 
Professor 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs

Farzad Kamyar, MD, MBA 
Assistant Professor 
Psychiatry, Clerkship Director

Gretchen M. Keys, EdD, MLS, RRT 
Assistant Professor 
Assistant Dean, Faculty & Staff Advancement

K. Lynn Lerwill, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Director, Academic & Career Advising

Dietrich Lorke, MD, PhD 
Professor

Hector Lujan, MLIS 
Medical Librarian

Rachel Mack, LMSW, LADC 
Director

Diane Mak, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor

Robert McAuley, PhD 
Professor 
Associate Dean, Institutional Effectiveness

Phillip Gordon McLemore, Jr., MD 
Assistant Professor 
OB/GYN, Clerkship Director

Ranjana Mitra, PhD 
Associate Professor

Daniel Moses, DO 
Assistant Professor

Fidelis Nwachukwu, MD, BMLS 
Assistant Professor

Nirupa “Rupa” Paulraj, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Director, Clinical Skills

Sydney Phan, DO 
Assistant Professor 
Family Medicine, Clerkship Director

Andria Peterson, PharmD 
Associate Professor 
Chair, Bioethics, Humanism, and Policy

Inaia Phoenix, PhD 
Associate Professor

Thomas Swoboda, MD 
Professor 
Associate Dean, Clinical Education 
Chair, Clinical Sciences

Helen Tempest, PhD 
Professor 
Associate Dean, Foundational Education

Daniël van Tonder, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Director of Anatomy Lab

María E. Vázquez-Amaral, JD 
Assistant Professor 
Assistant Dean, Medical Simulation

Julpohng “JP” Vilai, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Pediatrics, Clerkship Director 
RMG Medical Director

Caitlin White, DO 
Assistant Professor

Rachel Williams, LCSW, LADC 
Therapist

Pantelina “Lina” Zourna-Hargaden, MD, PhD, MPH 
Associate Professor 
Associate Dean, Research Development

FA C U LT Y

Dignity Health, St. Rose Dominican, 
San Martin Campus

High Risk Pregnancy Center

Intermountain Health, Desert Region

Mesa View Regional Hospital

Mike O’Callaghan Military Medical Center

MountainView Hospital

North Vista Hospital

Southern Hills Hospital

Southern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services

Spring Mountain Hospital

Sunrise Hospital and Medical Center and 
Sunrise Children’s Hospital

The Valley Health System

University Medical Center

VA Southern Nevada Health Care System

C L I N I C A L  A F F I L IAT E S



 C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  |  C L A S S  O F  2 0 3 0  

ORGANIZATIONS:
Aces Dental 
America First Credit Union 
Amerigroup Corporation 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Anonymous Donor 
Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Apex Medical Center 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Boyd Foundation 
Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects
CFAR 
Clark County Medical Society 
Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center 
for Brain Health 
Couture Dermatology and 
Plastic Surgery 
Create Credit Union 
Cure 4 the Kids Foundation 
Dignity Health - St. Rose Dominican

Dr. Brown’s Company 
Dr. Venkat Veerappan 
Engelstad Family Foundation 
Enterprise Mobility 
Eye and Cosmetic Surgery 
Fiore Industries 
First Friday Foundation Las Vegas 
Fong Construction 
Goldman Sachs 
Helix Electric 
Herff Jones Inc. 
Intermountain Health 
J&J Plumbing 
Kingsbridge Wealth Management 
LGCM LLC 
Lincoln Financial Group 
Mondays Dark Inc. 
Nevada Donor Network 
Olympia Group, LLC 

Optum 
Palm Medical Group 
PENTA Cares Foundation 
Pioneer Health Care, LLC 
Pulmonology Group LLC 
Roseman University College of Nursing 
Student Nurses Association 
RRS Group
Rx Abuse Leadership Initiative 
Sapphire Club 
Sapphire Foundation for 
Prostate Cancer 
Select Health 
Semnani Family Foundation 
Shamim & M Nafees Nagy Foundation
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Sletten Construction Companies 
Southern Highlands Charitable 
Foundation 
SR Construction 

Steinberg Family Foundation 
Stillwater Capital 
Strategic Wealth Design 
Tam An Foundation 
Telemundo Las Vegas 
The Center 
The Clorox Company 
The Del E. Webb Foundation 
The Gloria Estefan Foundation 
The Howard Hughes Corporation 
The Kara Foundation 
The Korte Company 
Troesh Family Foundation 
UnitedHealth Group Employee 
Giving Campaign 
University Medical Center 
Valley Bank of Nevada 
Weingarten Medical Offices, Inc. 
Wonderful Giving 
Yanduru Foundation 

*In Memoriam
Special thanks to all College of Medicine employees who participate in employee giving.
This list reflects the names of organizations and individuals who have made donations greater than or equal to $1,000 to the Roseman University College of Medicine since its 
inception. We are deeply grateful for their partnership and support. We apologize for any errors or omissions and welcome you to contact the Office of Philanthropy and Alumni 
Relations at giving@roseman.edu with any requested changes.

INDIVIDUALS:
Alice Akunyili 
Chris Anderson 
Hugh and Denise Anderson 
Robert Anderson 
Jason A. Awad 
Amber Baker 
Shahin Banayan 
Mitch and Traci Bernard 
Vicki Bertin 
Shacoya Blue 
Beverly Bolognini 
Roger Bolstad 
Diana Bond 
Somlit Bounchareune 
Heather and Matt Brace 
Luther and Cheryl Brewster 
Christopher Brown 
Charlotte Brown 
J. Ahmad Brown 
James Bryant, III 
Phillip Burns 
Jose Bustamante 
Robert Castillo 
Alex De Castroverde 
Alice Chen 
Susan Cheng 
Charles H. Chesnut, III 
Jen Cloward 
Renee Coffman 
Kristina Connolly 
Brian and Suzanne Cram 
Robert P. Croke 
Jim Daniell 
Doug V. Dawes 

Sallie Doebler 
Kaci Dudley 
Robert Eaglen 
Karin Esposito 
Arthur Eveland 
Mr. and Mrs. Ezeanolue 
Michael Feder 
Clive Fields 
Ronald Fiscus 
Jeffrey D. Foreman 
Matthew Frank 
Patricia Gant 
Marin Gillis 
Jason A. Glick 
Oscar B. Goodman 
Mary Grear
Pedro “Joe” Jr. and Janus Greer 
Gabriela Gregory 
David and Brenda Griego 
Krista Hales 
Lawrence and Elaine Hodgson 
Gary and Carol Hollatz 
Mark Howard 
Thomas and Kathryn Hunt 
Rebecca Jayakumar 
Adrian Jones 
Nik Karanth 
Sam Kazemian 
Gretchen Keys 
Will Dunn and Gazala Khan 
Mary Krevosh 
Charles and Alice Lacy*
Jody Lehman 
Mike M. Lehoang 
John W. Leon 

Bryan Lindsey 
Mary Jo Ludwig 
Keith W. MacDonald 
Zoltan Mari 
Geena Jeffries Mattox 
Kenneth McKay 
Jeffrey B. McMillan 
Ronald Memo 
Tom G. Metzger 
Patrick Milbank 
Darlene H. Miller 
Jacqueline Million 
Kelly Morgan 
Scott Muelrath 
Bruce Morgenstern and Mary Murphy
Nadeem Tariq and Hanadi Nadeem
Linda Newill 
Phung Nguyen*
Wilson and Sarah Ning 
Shatana Nixon 
Okeleke and Catherine Nzeogwu 
Robert Oberman 
Amber Opheikens 
Mark and Rebecca Penn 
Steven Peralta 
Christine Petersen 
Holly Prievo 
Dale and Kristina Quigley 
Anthony Recchia 
Harvey B. Riceberg 
John H. Rich 
Kitty Rodman*
Tarcila Rodrigo 
Lisa Rosenberg 
Harry Rosenberg 

Kenneth and Judith Rosenthal 
Jason Roth 
Rocky and Becky Savio 
Jacqualine Seip*
Rick and Cindy Sellers 
Abdee Sharifan 
Chris Shelton 
Toni Sims 
Harry Singh 
Linda Smith 
David Smith 
Richard and Geri Smith 
Danilo and Lydianila Soriano**
Marvin and Candace Spann 
Terrell Sparks 
Michael A. Staton 
Thomas and Karen Swoboda 
Robert H. Talley 
Helen Tempest 
Rachael Thomas 
Larry Tombari 
Christine Tonn 
Steve and Victoria VanMeetren 
Judy Hanrahan and Julpohng Vilai 
Luisa Villones 
Lawrence G. Walsh 
Ken and Saralyn Wilkins 
Andria Williams
Nancy Wong 
Christopher Burns and Stephanie Wragg
Michael Young 
Kate Zhong 
Lina Zourna-Hargaden

A very special thank you to our supporters of the Roseman University College of Medicine, 
your generosity has made this day possible.

C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  D O N O R S
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